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ABC ceramic facades and brick slips.

Images: Images on cover and facing page:

Medical Specialist Centre, Bonn-Beuel
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German facade prize 2014 –

honourable mention: 

Buchsbaumweg, Hamburg

Old Hamburg special production

The U-shaped block perimeter development on Buchsbaumweg in

Hamburg, - designed in the early 1930s with brick facades - has been

brought up to contemporary energy standards using brick slips with

a ETIC system. Nevertheless, the new Street facade design adheres

closely to the original concept from the period of construction: Brick

slips, with colours that replicate the historic artifact, accentuated buil-

ding corners, bays and projecting masonry courses are as much a re-

minder of the original condition as the sills and mullions of the new,

built-in windows.

In the jury’s view, “the replication of the original street elevations in

the course of a ETICS facade renovation” was particularly deserving

of honourable mention.

Project data

Prize: German and Austrian facade prize 2014

Sponsor: Brillux GmbH & Co. KG

Project: Buchsbaumweg apartment complex, 

Hamburg

Execution: AFB Fassadendämmung + 

Malereibetrieb GmbH, Hamburg

Design: neumann + partner, Hamburg

Owner: Baugenossenschaft dhu eG, Hamburg

ETIC System: WDV-System I + III, Brillux, Münster
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Neue Salzhalle Kiel.

Neue Salzhalle, Seafish Market, Kiel2103 Winterhude black-blue coloured

The Neue Salzhalle at the Kiel Seafish Market is the rehearsal stage

for Kiel Theatre. Rehearsals of numerous large theatre productions

take place on the premises in the course of the season. In addition,

the building and adjacent area also function as a location for special

events.



13

2
1

0
2

A
lt

o
n

a
 r

e
d

 c
o

lo
u

re
d

2
1

0
3

W
in

te
rh

u
d

e
 b

la
ck

-b
lu

e
 c

o
lo

u
re

d

2
1

0
0

 +
 2

1
0

3
B

la
n

k
e

n
e

se
-W

in
te

rh
u

d
e

 d
a

rk
 c

o
lo

u
re

d

2
1

0
3

W
in

te
rh

u
d

e
 b

la
ck

-b
lu

e
 c

o
lo

u
re

d
ABC-brick slips – Winterhude, Blankenese and Altona



14

Vackov residential complex,

Prague

1828/0 Aubergine glatt

The design of this residential complex satisfies a multitude of requi-

rements that are placed on modern urban buildings today. Conside-

ring the urban density of the city, a high measure of privacy was

achieved here and the desire for a private house with garden was wi-

dely achieved.

The entire project consists of three building groups, each with 3–4

buildings. Their size, character and spatial organization create the po-

tential for neighbourly living.

The permeability of the complex is achieved by semi-public paths bet-

ween the individual building groups. The paths meet at a central plaza

that serves as an informal centre for the residential complex.

While the wooden facades of the interior courtyards convey a feeling

of warmth and security, the externally oriented brick facades empha-

size the high value of the buildings.

Project data

Project: Vackov residential complex, Prague

Location: Prague 3 - Zizkov, Czech Republic

Investor: METROSTAV vackova Inc.

Floor area: 11.000 m2

124 housing units,

3 meeting rooms

Completion: 2011

Architecture: Jiran Kohout architekti, 

s.r.o. Nabidka slu eb

architektonicke kancela e.

www.jkarch.cz
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ABC-ceramic facade  – Aubergine
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Investment in education - 
Osnabruck adult 
education centre.

The Osnabruck Land adult education centre (VHS) is delighted with

the new construction of a training and administration building. 

3800 m² of space is available for offerings in the areas of school leav-

ing qualifications and adult education - a large piece of the future for

the city’s range of courses and events.

Project data

Project: Osnabruck adult education centre (VHS)

Client: VHS Osnabrücker Land gGmbH

Construction period: 11/2009 -10/2010

Gross story area: 3.700 m²

Architecture: Architekturbüro SHF, Werner Hüdepohl

1830/0 Texel smooth 1830/0 Texel smooth
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Ochtrup Factory Outlet Centre –
new buildings in historic 

FOC Ochtrup historic building

BRICK ROTUNDA BY DOMINIKUS BÖHM
The company “rotunda” built in 1942 by the Cologne master church

builder Dominikus Böhm counts as one of the highlights of pre-war

modern in North Rhine-Westphalia. Originally built as a warehouse

for fabrics, the brick rotunda now houses a portion of the covered

area of the Ochtrup Factory Outlet Center.

Architecturally, the clearly articulated rotunda stands in sharp con-

trast to the classicist Beltman building. With its combination of ma-

sonry and bands of glass, the style is inspired by the clear, no-frills

architecture of the Bauhaus.

Projektdaten

Project: FOC Ochtrup

Site area: 85.000 m2

Investment volume: approx. 52 million Euros

Retail space: 11.500 m2

65 shops

FOC investor: Thomas Dankbar

Architecture: Schmiegel + Denne

architecture, Ochtrup
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1822/0 Nordkap NF

FOC Ochtrup.

NEW USE FOR THE OLD PRODUCTION PLANT
The Schmiegel & Denne architectural and structural engineering of-

fice in Ochtrup was commissioned with the task of expanding the re-

tail areas.

The textile company’s historic production halls were removed. New,

small-scale “village streets” that offer space for the required 65 shops

were built in the core area on an 85,000 m² site.

The investor’s objective was to build a “third place” where the custo-

mer feels comfortable when he goes shopping in his leisure time. The

aim was to implement an architecture that the customer identifies

with - an architecture with recognition value and a lasting impression.

Project data

Project: FOC Ochtrup

Site area: 85.000 m2

Investment volume: approx. 52 million Euros

Retail space: 11.500 m2

65 shops

FOC investor: Thomas Dankbar

Architecture: Schmiegel + Denne

architecture, Ochtrup

1004/0 Naturbrand smooth
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Value retention and 
energy savings for 
public buildings.

SECURING EXISTING STOCK
The potential for energy cost savings in public buildings is conside-

rable. More and more, these savings potentials are being exploited

by the bodies responsible for these facilities.

Extensive renovation and energy saving measures were also imple-

mented with ABC brick slips on an ETIC system at the school building

on Denksteinweg in Hamburg.

Schüttorf R 0854 red coal-fired Hamburg format
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1826/0 Baltrum smooth

ABC ceramic facade 
in clinker format.

Administrative building in Laer / North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW
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State library renovation 
and new construction, Berlin

AN IMPORTANT BERLIN BUILDING SITE
The centre that was lost to partial destruction has been given back

to the Wilhelmine library building.

The new reading room was built in the middle of the great state

library complex on “Unter den Linden” in Berlin. Germany’s largest

scientific university library has been expanded by the new con-

struction.

Project data

Project: Berlin state library

Construction period: anticipated completion 2016

Scope: frontage length

Unter den Linden: 107 metres

length on Charlotten and 

Universitätsstrasse: 170 metres,

Floors above ground: 13

New construction: 46,250 m2

Estimated total cost: approx. 800 million euros

Architecture: HG Merz Architekten

with offices in Stuttgart and Berlin

ABC quarter brick, Berlin state library
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State library renovation 
and new construction, Berlin

BERLIN STATE LIBRARY,
UNTER DEN LINDEN
The cubic light house of the new reading room picks up the pro-

portions of its historic predecessor building. Its dimensions are

constantly under-estimated: It fits almost modestly into the much

larger, old Wilhelmine building, although Berlin Cathedral could

easily be placed inside its area.

ABC 122 x 69 x 57 mm quarter bricks were used in the restoration

of the large courtyard facades.

The new construction measures include the addition of two sto-

ries to the interior of the building and new construction of the rea-

ding room. The ceramic facade was created in the historic 122 x

69 x 12 mm quarter brick format on an ETIC system. ABC’s ceramic

developed the glaze colour for the new building based on the hi-

storic example of the courtyards.

PLENTY OF SPACE FOR GOOD THOUGHTS
The restored and newly created ceramic courtyard facades are visible.

They surround the glass cube with its translucent shell. A 36.5 m high,

open air space was created in the interior - impressive.

The special feature of the double layered glass facade is its thermal

deformation, which refracts the light and distributes it in a more plea-

sant manner. In the lower part of the cube, there is a wooden book

shell which houses the workplaces and books.

www.hgmerz.com - architects museum designers 

www.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de

ABC quarter brick, Berlin state library
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Interior view of the reading room Berlin state library, 2014
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with dimensional and colour specifications

ABC ceramic facade – quarter brick format

Quarter brick 
122 x 69 x 57 mm

Quarter brick angle 
122 x 69 x 57 mm

Quarter brick format 
122 x 69 x 12 mm
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